Besides its implications for personal values, the
small and moderate-sized family farm is the basis for
a humane, responsible and effective national food
production system. The alternative to this system is
one dominated by large investor-owned corporations
and massive farms."

34. Many farm people like other people in our society, are being
strongly influenced by social values that contradict traditional
religious values. These social values include excessive com-
petitiveness, consumerism, orientation toward profit maximization
and an unquestioning acceptance of economic, political and legal
structures that oppress people at home and abroad. They do not
recognize that the economic system which they often unquestioningly
advocate is usually the root cause of many of the problems they face.
Many of them are often forced to make investment and marketing
decisions based on what that system imposes rather than on what they
as individuals would wish to do. Economic necessity usually resolves
this conflict of values in favor of the overriding requirements of the
economic system, which usually are determined by the large cor-
porations whose interests and power manipulate its workings.

35. Farmers are not the only ones involved in agriculture who suffer
from this system. The plight of migrant agricultural workers, often
members of racial and ethnic minorities, is scandalous in some areas.
Many farmworkers, despite their long and arduous hours of physical
labor, are poorly pald ill clothed, undernourished, condemned to live
in substandard housing and demed bargaining power.® Family far-
mers are often squeezed between the just demands of farmworkers for
better wages, housing and working conditions, and the contractual
requirements imposed by large corporations that prefer
mechanization in the fields. Farmers and farmworkers together form
the most vital productive group in society, because without the food
they produce few people could survive. Farmworkers’ suffering is a
particular affront to Christians who consider the words of Saint Paul:

The Scripture says, ‘“You shall not put a muzzle
on an ox when he is threshing the grain,’’ and also,
“The worker deserves his wages ”’ (I Tim. 5:18).

Mining and Energy Resources

36. The heartland region is rich in natural resources. OQil and
natural gas have been produced. Uranium, coal, gold, copper and iron
have been mined. The nation as a whole benefits from this production




